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circle within which they were to be bounded, they
will set up, close by the great political community,
small private circles, united together by the similitude
of their conditions, habits, and manners.
In the United States the citizens have no sort of
pre-eminence over each other; they owe each other
no mutual obedience or respect; they all meet for the
administration of justice, for the government of the
State, and in general to treat of the affairs which
concern their common welfare; but I never heard
that attempts have been made to bring them all to
follow the same diversions, or to amuse themselves
promiscuously in the same places of recreation. The
Americans, who mingle so readily in their political
assemblies and courts of justice, are wont, on the
contrary, carefully to separate into small distinct
circles, in order to indulge by themselves in the
enjoyments of private life. Each of them is willing to
acknowledge all his fellow-citizens as his equals, but
he will only receive a very limited number of them
among his friends or his guests. This appears to me
to be very natural. In proportion as the circle of
public society is extended, it may be anticipated that
the sphere of private intercourse will be contracted ;
far from supposing that the members of modern
society will ultimately live in common, I am afraid
that they may end by forming nothing but small
coteries.
Among aristocratic nations the different classes are
like vast chambers, out of which it is impossible to
get, into which it is impossible to enter. These classes
have no communication with each other, but within
then* pale men necessarily live in daily contact; even
though they would not naturally suit, the general
conformity of a similar condition brings them nearer
together. But when neither law nor custom professes